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they should, not be excommunicated from the
Church (he deplored the feebleness of its dis-
cipline), but themselves excommunicate the
Church, a prophesy which fell on deaf ears, and
which, since he died in November 1739, he did not
Kve to see justified. Old Mrs. Wesley was at first
averse to this new faith; then, one day, at Holy
Communion, she felt that at last all her sins were
really forgiven her, and her criticism ceased. Lay
opposition was more furious still. Wesley could
triumphantly floor such a miserable antagonist
as Beau Nash with a witty retort; for when Nash
scornfully told him that he judged from common
report that Wesley's preaching frightened people
out of their wits, Wesley told him that he did not
dare judge him by common report. Other attacks,
however, in papers and magazines, in prose and
verse, by word of mouth and in preposterously
large pamphlets, full of defamation and misrepre-
sentation, were not so easy to answer, In fact,
Wesley at this time did not answer them, even
that most galling one which spattered him with
the muddy name of Papist. Fools ! As though
he had not again and again abjured justification
by works ! So he went on through the storm,
acquiring and building a meeting house at Bristol,
the cost of which, though penniless, he took upon
his own shoulders. God, he did not know how,
would provide. He also took over a ruined build-
ing in London, near Finsbury Square, called the
Foundery,